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PINK RIBBON DAY 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [3.15 pm]: I bring to the house’s attention that the Pink Ribbon 
Street Appeal will be held tomorrow and that Monday, 28 October, is Pink Ribbon Day. Pink Ribbon Day is run 
by the Cancer Council—an organisation that I am sure is familiar to many people in this house—and helps to 
raise funds for many thousands of women affected by breast and gynaecological cancers. The money raised is 
directed towards prevention, treatment, support and world-class cancer research. It is estimated that around 50 
women are diagnosed with breast or gynaecological cancer every day in Australia. Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer amongst women in Australia and the second most likely cancer to kill women after lung cancer. 
Australian women have a one-in-eight lifetime risk of developing breast cancer. It is estimated that 14 940 
women will be diagnosed with breast cancer in 2013. 

It is important to note that most women survive breast cancer; in fact, the five-year survival rate for women 
diagnosed with breast cancer is 89 per cent. Breast cancer can occur at any age. It is more common in women 
over the age of 60; however, one-quarter of women with breast cancer are under the age of 50. In 2008, the risk 
of being diagnosed with a gynaecological cancer was one in 23 and the risk of dying from such a cancer was one 
in 63. The most common gynaecological cancer is ovarian cancer, which affects one in 79 women. As ovarian 
cancer is difficult to detect in its early stages, there are more deaths from ovarian cancer than any other type of 
cancer. In 2008, 110 women in Western Australia were diagnosed with ovarian cancer and 79 died from the 
disease. Cervical cancer also affects one in 157 women. Cervical cancer death rates have more than halved since 
the national cervical screening program began in 1991. This is the kind of progress that the Cancer Council, 
through its fundraising efforts and its research, hopes will impact positively on the community to support events 
such as Pink Ribbon Day.  

In 2010, the five-year survival rate for all gynaecological cancers was 67 per cent. As with most cancers, there is 
a much greater chance of successful treatment if breast and gynaecological cancers are caught in their early 
stages. It is important that we, as members of Parliament, continue to promote public awareness. About 
30 per cent of women diagnosed with cancer live in Australia’s rural areas. There are significant challenges to 
being diagnosed with cancer whilst living in rural areas, particularly relating to travel times to access treatment, 
as well as the additional emotional and physical stress that that puts on a person. The Cancer Council in Western 
Australia has extensive contacts throughout the regions and provides support to those diagnosed with cancer 
through its Cancer Council support coordinators. 

Pink Ribbon Day is aimed at raising awareness and much-needed funds to continue to support people with 
cancer and reducing the incidence of cancer among women. The Cancer Council Australia’s CEO, Professor Ian 
Olver, said recently that although a diagnosis of these cancers can be traumatic and can greatly interrupt a 
woman’s family or working life, cancer outcomes for many women are improving. By participating in Pink 
Ribbon Day or an associated fundraising event, we can help the Cancer Council to continue this trend and to 
continue improving better health outcomes for women. The Cancer Council Australia brings together Australia’s 
leading state and territory cancer organisations that are undertaking a range of activities to minimise the threat of 
cancer. It is the leading independent funder of cancer research in Australia, which is an impressive record, 
having granted over $54 million to research, scholarships and fellowships this year. It also provides up-to-date 
information to doctors, patients and the community to raise awareness about the prevention and treatment of 
cancer. The Cancer Council also coordinates a number of cancer support groups, services and programs for 
cancer patients, as well as acting as an advocacy group advising governments in Australia. 

On Wednesday of this week my office organised a Pink Ribbon fundraiser morning tea. The event was well 
attended and we have currently managed to raise several hundreds of dollars. If members are interested, I still 
have some merchandise for sale in my Parliament House office. Your help would be very much appreciated. 

I extend my gratitude to the staff of my office, including Vanessa Shehan, Joe Lundy, Anthea Wesley, Josh 
Nyman, Andrew Corke and Louise Cummings for assisting me with this morning tea, and also to those who 
attended, donated to, purchased merchandise and assisted more generally in the fundraising effort. Members can 
also host their own fundraising event, sell merchandise, donate or volunteer their time to help this cause. 
Information can be found at pinkribbonday.com.au. 

Cancer has probably touched all members of this place in some way, whether by a personal experience or by the 
experience of a friend or family member. October each year is an important time for the Cancer Council when it 
conducts its major fundraising efforts for the year ahead. I note that many members are already wearing their 
pink ribbons in recognition of the events that will happen tomorrow, Monday and throughout the month of 
October, and to ensure that they play their part in supporting a very important cause for the organisation and for 
women in the state of Western Australia. 
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